The problem of the research was: "What are teachers' perceptions about the importance of English for Young Learners at Elementary Schools in Lubuklinggau Timur I?". The objective of the research was to find out teachers' perceptions about the importance of English for young learners at Elementary Schools in Lubuklinggau Timur I . The sample of the research was 83 teachers from 4 Elementary Schools in Lubuklinggau Timur I. The samples were taken through cluster random sampling. The researcher used survey research and the data were collected by using questionnaire and interview. Technique for analyzing the data used simple basic statistical technique. The data were scored by using Likert scale. The results of the research were 1) If the young learners learn English early, the English mastery will be better, 2) English will be useful for the young learners to get a job in the future, and 3) By mastering English, the young learners will have the social and economic benefits in the future. Therefore, it can be concluded that the teachers of Elementary Schools in Lubuklinggau Timur I agreed that English for Young Learners was important.
INTRODUCTION
Today, ASEAN Economic Community has been implemented, where all ASEAN countries have to compete each other in order to be not isolated. Facing this condition, the countries have some challenges to be solved. According to Ardayati (2016:6) , how the students have a good ability of speaking English is one of the challenges for the countries to face the ASEAN Economic Community.
Actually, the Indonesian government has realized that English is important for the country's development, especially in the effort of human resource development. Therefore, as a policy, the government has published Law Regulation No. 20 in 2003 about National Education System and Government Regulation No. 19 in 2005 about Standard of National Education. These policies are used as the guideline for all education components in conducting the Indonesian education system. for young learners to learn English early. One of the benefits is the students will have the basic of English learning that will be useful when they face English subject as compulsory subject in Junior and Senior High School.
Teachers' perception about the importance of English for young learners in elementary school is important thing for supporting the process of teaching and learning. The teachers who know that English is important for young learners will realize to teach more enthusiasm and try to be a good teacher for their students. It impacts to the increasing of teaching and learning process, finally upgrades the national education system. Actually, the research about the importance of English for young learners has been conducted by some researchers. For example, Damar, Gursoy & Korkmaz, (2013) . The result of their research showed that EFL teacher trainers prefer language education to start at the first stage of primary school and even earlier during pre-school, which are in line with the recent changes in the curriculum.
In addition, Supriyanti (2012) conducted her research about why the children need to learn English at Elementary Schools. The result of the research showed that there were several reasons why the children need to learn English in Elementary Schools. The reasons were the widespread assumption that the children are better than adults in learning a new language, the fact that economic globalization has pushed the demand of English in the form of workforce who speak English, and the parents' enthusiasm for their children to learn English early in order to have social and economical benefits.
The emergency of this research was to know about teacher perception about English for young learner curricullum about " English is a local content." Concerning to the facts and the reasons above, the researcher was interested in doing a research entitled "Teachers' Perceptions about the Importance of English for Young Learners at Elementary Schools in Lubuklinggau Timur 1".
LITERATURE REVIEW
When the people talk about English for Young Learners (EYL), they need to understand who young learners are. Young learners are the young age students who learn English. According to Ersoz (2007:14) , there are three groups of young learners based on their age and grade. First group is very young learners, they are 3-6 years old (pre-school education), second group is young learners, they are 7-9 years old (1 st -3 rd grade), and the third group is older/late young learners, they are 10-12 years old (4 th -6 th grade). In Indonesia, English young learners are the students of elementary school who learn English as additional subject or local content. According to Suyanto (2008:15) , Indonesian young learners are elementary schools students between 6 to 12 years old children. They are divided into two groups, younger group (6 to 8 years old) and older group (9 to 12 years old). Whereas, based on level, they are called Lower Classes, the students of grade 1, 2 and 3 and Upper Classes, the students of grade 4, 5 and 6.
As English becomes the world's lingua franca, countries all over the world have adopted English language as part of their education system. Many countries begin at the primary level, and students are studying the language at younger and younger ages (Jenkins, 2015:41) . Indonesia is one of country that begins English subject at the primary level. Many elementary schools in Indonesia teach English as the local content. Although English is only additional subject, but it is enough to prove that English is important for Indonesian young learners.
English is very important for Indonesian students, especially for the young learners because by learning the foreign language from the early age, the language will be more easily learned. It is caused the child is in golden age learner. Lightbown & Spada (1999:29) argued that '... childhood is the golden age for creating simultaneous bilingual children due to plasticity and virginity of the child's brain to make for superior ability specifically in acquiring the early sets or units of language'.
In addition, why English is important for young learners, it can be figured out from the theory by Supriyanti (2012:4) . She stated that there are three reasons for providing English in the elementary schools.
Firstly, the widespread assumption that the younger the child learns a new language the better the result will be. Most people agree with this assumption, because the child is in golden age learner. According to Lightbown & Spada (1999:29) , the child has a superior ability in acquiring the sets or units of language, because the child is in golden age period due to plasticity and virginity of their brain.
Secondly, the fact that economic globalization has pushed the demand of English in the form of the workforce who speak English to meet the need of the international economic forces. In the business world that more globalized, many local Indonesian companies enter into the world market, and many international companies enter the local market. The use of English is becoming a necessity as the language of business. Therefore the people often find out a job vacancy in the website or newspaper, one of the criteria is able to speak English. It means that an applicant has to master English both passively and actively in order to face the international economic forces.
The last, the parents are enthusiasm for their children to learn English early in order to have social and economical benefit in the national context. The parents realize that English is very important for their children. Therefore, the parents want their children to learn English at school, teach by them self at home, and they also willing to spend some money for their children to learn English in the course. These efforts are done by the parents with hope their children will have social and economical benefit in the national context. From the explanations above, it can be concluded that English is very important and very helpful and very useful for young learners in Indonesia because it has so many functions and beneficial usages in helping them to engage with global life.
The word perception leads us to such words as "observation" and "opinion," with definitions that include a view, judgment, or appraisal formed in the mind about a particular matter, a belief stronger than impression and less strong than positive knowledge, a generally held view, a formal expression of judgment or advice, and a judgment one holds as true (Bernhardt, 2007:1) . Hoffman (2008:3) , suggested that a primary goal of perception is to recover, or estimate, objective properties of the physical world. It means that, the main purpose of giving perception is to appraise or presume the physical object in the environment. In order to receive information from the environment the people are equipped with sense organs, eye, ear, and nose. Each sense organ is part of a sensory system which receives sensory inputs and transmits sensory information to the brain.
RESEARCH METHOD
According to Fraenkel and Wallen (2009:390) , researchers are often interested in the opinion of a large group of people about particular topic or issue. They ask a number of questions, all related to the issue, to find answer. According to Cohen, Manion, and Morrison (2005:186) , surveys gather data at a particular point in time with the intention of describing the nature of existing conditions, or identifying standards against which existing conditions can be compared, or determining the relationships that exist between specific events.
The type of survey was used by the researcher was cross-sectional survey. A cross-sectional survey collects information from a sample that has been drawn from a predetermined population (Fraenkel and Wallen, 2009:391) . The researcher collected the information at just one point in time, although the time it will take to collect all of the data may take anywhere from a day to a few weeks or more.
Population is the group of interest to the researcher, the group to which the researcher would like to generalize the results of the study (Fraenkel and Wallen, 2009:91) . Sugiyono (2010:80) said that population is the generalization area that contain the object/subject which has certain quality and characteristic to be learned and concluded by the researcher. In this research, the population was all the teachers of elementary schools in Lubuklinggau Timur 1. The total number of them was 251 from 14 elementary schools.
In this research, the researcher used cluster random sampling. According to Fraenkel and Wallen (2009:96) , cluster random sampling is the selection of groups, or clusters, of subjects rather than individuals from classes already in existence. If simple random sampling is more effective with larger numbers of individuals, cluster random sampling is more effective with larger numbers of clusters.
Based on the technique of sampling above, the researcher clustered all the population or 14 schools, became 4 schools were randomly selected as the sample. The 4 schools were SD Negeri 41 Lubuklinggau, SD Negeri 42 Lubuklinggaui, SD Negeri 46 Lubuklinggau, and SD Negeri 47 Lubuklinggau, where the numbers of teachers in those schools were 83 teachers who were selected as the sample of the research.
The most common types of instruments used in survey research are the questionnaire and the interview schedule (Fraenkel & Wallen, 2009:395) . Therefore, the researcher used questionnaire and interview schedule for collecting the data from the teachers. The teachers answered the questions in the questionnaire and interview about the importance of English for young learners.
The questions in the questionnaire were formed based on the theory of Supriyanti (2012:4) , about the three reasons for providing English in the elementary schools. The three of them were 1) The widespread assumption that the younger the child learn a new language the better the result will be, 2) The fact that economic globalization has pushed the demand of English in the form of the workforce who speak English to meet the need of the international economic forces, 3) The parents' enthusiasm for their children to learn English early in order to have social and economical benefit in the national context.
The questionnaire contained 18 close-ended questions on teachers' perception about the importance of English for young learners. The respondents were allowed to select the answer from the number of options or items. The researcher used Likert scale with five-level Likert item, they were 1) strongly disagree, 2) disagree, 3) neither agree nor disagree, 4) agree, and 5) strongly agree.
The second instrument for collecting the data was interview schedule. Interview schedule and questionnaire are virtually identical, but the interview schedule is administered verbally by the researcher, while questionnaire is usually self-administered by the respondent (Fraenkel & Wallen, 2009:395) . The respondents were interviewed by the researcher by using unstructured-interview.
According to Sugiyono (2010:140) , unstructured-interview is openinterview, where the researcher does not use systematically interview guideline in collecting the information. Therefore, the researcher prepared the instrument in form of 3 written questions. All interviews was started with a short introduction from the respondents, then continued to answer the questions that was given by the researcher verbally.
To analyze the research data, the researcher used descriptive analysis method by using simple basic statistical techniques. According to Latief (2012:129) Where :
= Percentage F = Number of answer by respondents N = Number of respondents Fraenkel and Wallen (2009:148) explained that "In recent years, validity has been defined as referring to the appropriateness, correctness, meaningfulness, and usefulness of the specific inferences researchers make based on the data they collect". Therefore, the validity is the most important criteria to consider when preparing or selecting an instrument. The type of validity was used by the researcher was Content-validity. Fraenkel & Wallen (2009:154) states that "Reliability refers to the consistency of the scores obtained-how consistent they are for each individual from one administration of an instrument to another and from one set of items to another". The researcher used internal-consistency method by using split-half procedure. Internal-consistency validity is executed by doing a try-out just in once (Sugiyono, 2010:131) .
FINDINGS
In this research, the findings were in the form of teachers' perceptions about the importance of English for young learners which were collected by using questionnaire and interview.
The questionnaire contained 3 indicators from Supriyanti (2012) , that were 1) The widespread assumption that the younger the child learn a new language the better the result will be, 2) The fact that economic globalization has pushed the demand of English in the form of the workforce who speak English to meet the need of the international economic forces, 3) The parents' enthusiasm for their children to learn English early in order to have social and economical benefit in the national context. These 3 indicators formed to be 18 expressions on teachers' perceptions about the importance of English for young learners. The respondents were allowed to select the answer from the number of options or items. The researcher used Likert scale with five-level Likert items, they were 1) strongly disagree, 2) disagree, 3) neither agree nor disagree, 4) agree, and 5) strongly agree. Then, the interview contained 3 un-structured questions related to the indicators of the instrument. All interviews was started with a short introduction from the respondents, then continued to answer the questions that was given by the researcher verbally
The Widespread Assumption that the Younger the Child Learn a New Language the Better the Result Will be
Based on the results of the first indicator, generally the respondents agreed that the children who learned foreign language earlier would get the better result. It was supported from the results of interviews to the Elementary School teachers at Lubuklinggau Timur 1 as the respondent. They said that if the children learned a foreign language early, the children would be easier to receive the material. It was different with adults who were more difficult to learn a new language.
The Fact that Economic Globalization has Pushed the Demand of English in the Form of the Workforce who Speak English to Meet the Need of the International Economic Forces
Based on the results of the second indicators, most of the respondents very agreed that economic globalization had pushed the necessity of workers who were able to speak English. It was supported by the results of the interviews with the respondents. They said that the workers needed to speak English in the purpose to compete with the international workers from other countries. Moreover, Indonesia had been facing ASEAN Community Era where the country had to be ready, especially in preparing human resources who had the competences. One of the competences might be mastered was English skill.
The Parents' Enthusiasm for their Children to Learn English Early in order to Have Social and Economical Benefits in the National Context
Based on the responses from the 83 respondents about the parents hope, by mastering English, their children will have social an economic benefits in the future, it could be seen that there were 35 (42,17 %) respondents who were very agree, 47 (56,63 %) were agree and 1 (1,20 %) were neither agree nor disagree, it showed that the teachers as the respondents agreed that the parents hope their children would have social and economical benefits in the future by mastering English.
Based on the results of the third indicator, generally the respondents agreed that the enthusiasm of the parents in supporting their children to learn English, in the purpose that the children would have the social and economic benefits in the future. It was supported by the results of interviews to the Elementary school teachers in Lubuklinggau Timur 1 as the respondents. The teachers said, nowadays the parents had begun to interest in supporting and facilitating their children to learn English in the courses. Because, the parents thought English would be useful for the future of their children.
DISCUSSION
The results of the six items in the first indicator show that the respondents agree that the children who learn foreign language early as possible will get the better result. It is supported by the interviews to the respondents. The teachers as the respondents stated that if the children learn a foreign language early, the children will be easier to receive the material. According to Lightbown & Spada (1999:29) , the child has a superior ability in acquiring the sets or units of language, because the child is in golden age period due to plasticity and virginity of their brain.
Based on the results of the instruments and the theory above, it can be concluded that English for Young Learners is important. Because the children acquire and learn English better. The children are easy to receive the English material and also have the ability to memorize well. Furthermore, by learning English early, the children will have foundation of English skill. At least, they will master the basics of English that will be useful in the next level of their education.
In addition, from the answers by the respondents toward the six items in the second indicator, it can be interpreted that the Elementary School teachers in Lubuklinggau Timur 1 very agree that economic globalization has pushed the necessity of workers who are able to speak English. It is also supported by the interviews to the respondents. The respondents said that Indonesian workers have to master the English skill in order to face the economic globalization era.
Moreover, the country is facing the ASEAN Community Era where the international workers must have the competences. One of the competences have to be mastered by the international workers is English skill. Accoding to Gilang (2013:2) , the use of English as language of business has pushed the demand of the workers who can speak English. English skill for the workers will be useful in supporting the communication where many the negotiations are delayed because of the employees who can not speak English fluently.
Based on the results of the instruments and the theory above, it can be concluded that English for Young Learners is very important with the reason English will be useful for the future of children for facing the competition in the workforce. By mastering English, the children will have the advantage in applying a job in the future. Because there are many companies especially the foreign companies has the regulation where the workers have to master English.
The last, from the answers by the respondents of the six items in the third indicator, it can be interpreted that the Elementary School teachers in Lubuklinggau Timur 1 agree that the enthusiasm of the parents in supporting their children to learn English, because the parents hope their children will have social and economic benefits in the future. It is supported by the interviews to the respondents. The teachers of Elementary schools in Lubuklinggau Timur 1 as the respondents assumed that the parents have begun to interest in supporting and facilitating their children to learn English in the courses.
English is important for the future of children. The children will have many advantages by mastering English in the next time. According to Nishida (2008:4) , the reason why learning a foreign language is introduced in elementary schools is to deal with globalization. It is not only required in society but also thought of as a chance to establish our identity through communication with foreigners. Therefore, for young learners, English will have many functions and beneficial usages in helping them to engage with global life.
Based on the results of the instruments and the theory above, it can be concluded that English for Young Learners is important. The reason is the young learners will have social and economic benefits in the future by mastering English. The young learners are going to have more chance to have many friends from abroad and the young learners will be easy to apply a job and then impacts to the economic benefits for them.
From the results of 3 indicators both the answers in the questionnaire and the answers in the interviews, the resarcher can conclude that English for Young Learners is important. It can be showed from the implementaion of English teaching and learning in the Elementary Schools. According to Jenkins (2015:41) , many countries begin English subject at the primary level, and students are studying the language at younger and younger ages.
Since last decade, English is started to be taught at Elementary Schools as a local content. It is taught from the third grade till the sixth grade. Eventhough English is just taught as a local content, it is enough to prove that English is needed by young learners. It means that English is important for young learners.
CONCLUSION
From the findings of the research that have been found and discussed, the researcher can conclude that the teachers of Elementary Schools in Lubuklinggau Timur 1 agree that English for Young Learners is important. From the results of the instruments, that are the answers by respondents in the questionnaire and interview, the researcher finds out several reasons why English for Young Learners is important.
The teachers of Elementary Schools in Lubuklinggau Timur 1 assumed that English for Young Learners is important because of several reasons. The first, if the young learners learn English early, the English mastery will be better, the second, English will be useful for the young learners to get a job in the future, and the last, by mastering English, the young learners will have the social and economical benefits in the future. Therefore, the researcher concludes that the teachers of Elementary Schools in Lubuklinggau Timur 1 agree that English for Young learners is important. 
